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SUGAR  TRUST  INVASION  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES 


THE  ACCOMMODATING  OPINION  OF  ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL  WICKER  SHAM,  AUTHORIZING  THE 
SALE  OF  THE  PHILIPPINE  FRIAR  LANDS  *.* 


“A  legal  question  of  great  doubt  arose  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
sale  of  * friar  lands.’  The  law  was  expressly  made  to  prevent  ex- 
ploitation of  the  Philippine  Islands ; the  Attorney-General,  with  the 
people  as  his  clients,  very  accommodatingly  gave  an  opinion  against 
the  interest  of  the  people  to  further  an  exploitation  scheme  by  an  or- 
ganization he  knew  to  be  a great  corporate  criminal.” 
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SPEECH 

OF 

IION.  J.  HARRY  COVINGTON. 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  and  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  25552)  making 
appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1911,  and  for  other  purposes — 

Mr.  COVINGTON  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  : I desire  to  avail  myself  of  the  latitude  of 
general  debate  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  pres- 
ent situation  concerning  a very  simple  resolution  that  I intro- 
duced a few  weeks  ago  and  which  was  duly  passed  on  May  10. 
This  resolution  called  for  certain  information  from  the  Attor- 
ney-General of  the  United  States  in  connection  with  the  sale 
of  lands  in  the  Philippine  Islands  to  the  American  Sugar  Re- 
fining Company,  commonly  known  as  the  sugar  trust,  and  for 
certain  other  information  relating  to  the  evidence  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Department  of  Justice  at  the  time  of  that  sale 
concerning  prosecution  of  officials  of  the  sugar  trust  for 
gross  frauds  on  the  customs.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Insular  Affairs,  with  that  suavity  and  adroitness 
which  always  characterizes  him  when  he  desires  to  minimize 
the  effect  of  any  matter  upon  the  Republican  party,  stated, 
in  reporting  the  resolution  and  recommending  its  immedi- 
ate passage,  that  he  was  not  impressed  by  the  great  impor- 
tance of  a part  of  the  information  asked  for  in  the  resolu- 
tion. The  particular  request  which  did  not  seem  to  impress 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  very  greatly  was  that  part 
of  the  resolution  which  called  upon  the  Attorney-General  to 
give  the  exact  date  and  full  text  of  the  opinion  rendered  by 
him  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  which  made  possible  the  sale 
< ' of  lands  in  the  Philippine  Islands  known  as  friar  lands  in  ex- 

cess of  the  limitation  fixed  under  the  act  of  Congress  providing 
for  civil  government  in  the  Philippines  and  passed  in  1902. 

At  this  time  I realize  that  dates  of  public  acts  are  delicate 
^ subjects  with  the  Republican  party.  In  fact,  there  are  some 
, dates  I have  no  doubt  that  their  leaders,  when  they  get  into  the 
^ midst  of  the  coming  campaign,  will  be  glad  to  forget  [ap- 

y plause  on  the  Democratic  side],  but  in  view  of  the  recent  dis- 

' closures  concerning  a now  famous  opinion  by  the  Attorney- 
General  in  the  Ballinger  controversy  I think  that  the  impor- 
tance of  knowing  just  when  the  Attorney-General  actually  gives 
the  real  opinion  upon  which  favored  persons  act  in  transactions 
connected  with  the  Government  can  not  be  exaggerated. 

In  order  that  the  comment  which  I desire  to  make  upon  the 
question  of  the  attitude  of  the  Attorney-General  toward  the  sale 
of  lands  in  the  Philippine  Islands  to  representatives  of  or  stock- 
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holders  in  the  sugar  trust  may  be  clearly  understood  I desire 
to  read  the  short  resolution  which  I introduced. 

House  resolution  679. 

Resolved , That  the  Attorney-General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed 
to  furnish  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  following-named  docu- 
ments and  the  information  herewith  requested  : 

(a)  The  date  and  full  text  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General 
Bent  to  the  Secretary  of  War  informing  him  that  lands  in  the  Philip- 

fiine  islands  known  as  “ friar  lands  ” could  be  sold  in  excess  of  the 
imitation  fixed  in  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  “An  act  temporarily  to 
provide  for  the  administration  of  affairs  of  civil  government  in  the 
Philippine  Islands,  and  for  other  purposes,”  approved  July  1,  1902. 

(b)  Whether  or  not  the  Attorney-General  or  Department  of  Justice, 
at  the  date  of  the  above  opinion,  had  any  knowledge  or  information  as 
to  who  were  the  prospective  purchasers  of  the  San  Jose  estate,  in  the 
island  of  Mindoro,  Philippine  Islands,  a part  of  the  “ friar  lands.” 

(c)  The  date  when  the  Government  accepted  a $2,000,000  settlement 
from  the  American  Sugar  Refining  Company  for  the  amount  due  in 
revenue  or  fines  through  the  short-weight  cases  at  the  port  of  New 
York,  together  with  a statement  of  the  approximate  amount  of  revenue 
the  Government  had  lost  from  the  American  Sugar  Refining  Company 
at  that  date  by  the  short-weight  frauds,  as  disclosed  by  evidence  in  the 
possession  of  the  Department  of  Justice. 

( d )  Whether  or  not  the  Department  of  Justice  at  the  date  of  the 
consummation  of  the  sale  of  the  San  Jose  estate,  on  January  4,  1910, 
had  possession  of  any  of  the  facts  and  evidence  upon  which  was  based 
the  indictment  of  Charles  R.  Heike,  secretary  of  the  American  Sugar 
Refining  Company,  in  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  southern 
district  of  New  York. 

This  resolution  was  reported  with  an  amendment  that  the 
information  be  furnished  “ if  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest.”  The  Digest  of  the  Rules  of  the  House  seems  to  indi- 
cate that  this  qualification  is  only  used  when  calling  on  the 
President  for  information,  but  from  some  motive,  I know  not 
wrhat,  it  was  tacked  on  to  the  few  easily  answered  questions  I 
submitted  to  the  Attorney-General.  A few  days  ago  the  Attor- 
ney-General transmitted  a reply  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
giving  the  opinion  which  he  had  rendered  authorizing  the  sale 
of  the  “ friar  lands,”  simply  stating  that  the  opinion  was  dated 
December  18,  1909,  and  that  at  that  date  neither  he  nor  any 
other  representative  of  his  department,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
bad  any  knowledge  as  to  who  were  the  prospective  purchasers 
of  the  San  Jose  estate  in  the  island  of  Mindoro.  He  did  not 
give  any  statement  of  the  approximate  total  amount  of  money 
the  Government  had  lost  through  the  short-weight  frauds  of 
the  sugar  trust,  but  he  said  that  the  Government  could  assert 
a legal  claim  for  about  $2,700,000  and  that  the  trust  was  settled 
with  for  $2,100,000  in  round  figures,  the  amount  he  was  advised 
by  his  assistant  could  be  recovered  by  civil  suit.  He  admitted 
that  at  the  time  of  the  consummation  of  the  sale  of  the  San  Jose 
estate,  a part  of  the  " friar  lands,”  the  special  attorneys  on 
his  staff  were  in  possession  of  some  of  the  evidence  upon  which 
the  secretary  of  the  sugar  trust  was  indicted  for  frauds  on 
the  customs.  In  connection  with  this  answer  I now  want 
to  present  some  facts  from  which  the  people  may  judge 
wrhat  manner  of  man  presides  over  the  legal  department  of  the 
Government  and  determine  for  themselves  whether  fidelity  to 
the  country  or  complacent  aid  to  a criminal  trust  has  actuated 
him  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  certain  of  the  “ friar  lands  ” 
in  the  Philippines.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

In  order  that  the  position  of  the  sugar  trust  with  respect  to 
sugar  lands  in  the  Philippines  may  be  fully  understood  and  the 
45314—9092 


5 


supreme  necessity  for  it  to  obtain  speedy  special  privilege  from 
the  Government  be  realized,  I want  very  briefly  to  present  its 
situation  in  the  summer  of  1909. 

The  passage  of  the  Philippine  tariff  act  in  the  summer  of 
1909  marked  a new  era  in  the  business  of  the  sugar  trust. 
The  Republican  party,  apparently  carrying  out  McKinley’s 
idea  of  benevolent  assimilation,  had,  through  President  Taft, 
urged  and  secured  the  passage  of  a bill  which  practically  estab- 
lished free  trade  between  the  Philippine  Islands  and  the  United 
States.  No  other  apparent  purpose  was  involved  in  this  bill 
except  the  cementing  of  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  two  peo- 
ples whom  fate  and  an  unfortunate  policy  have  linked  together. 

This  bill  provided  that  300,000  tons  of  sugar  per  year  should 
enter  the  United  States  free  of  duty.  At  first  blush  this  may 
not  seem  to  be  a large  amount,  but  when  it  is  calculated  in 
pounds  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  a quantity  of  sugar 
large  enough  to  represent  a tariff  duty  of  $11,000,000  annually 
at  the  present  rate  imposed  upon  raw  sugar  imported  from 
other  countries.  In  other  words,  this  quantity  of  sugar  repre- 
sents more  than  one-fifth  of  the  total  revenue  of  $52,000,000 
derived  from  the  importation  of  sugar  annually  for  the  last  ten 
years  under  the  Dingley  tariff  law.  In  the  hands  of  independ- 
ent American  sugar  refiners,  or  in  the  hands  of  active  Filipino 
competitors  of  the  sugar  trust,  think  what  that  amount  of  sugar 
imported  into  the  United  States  free  of  duty  would  mean.  For 
the  first  time  in  many  years  there  would  be  a genuine  compe- 
tition established  with  the  sugar  trust. 

The  sugar  trust  with  its  Machiavellian  management,  character- 
ized by  cunning  and  criminality  unequaled  in  the  history  of  the 
industrial  corporations  of  America,  was  no  doubt  keenly  alive 
to  the  tremendous  importance  and  relation  to  its  business  of 
the  passage  of  the  Philippine  tariff  act.  It  knew  that  it  must 
always  do  one  of  two  things — control  the  tariff  policy  govern- 
ing the  importation  of  sugar  from  all  sources  or  control  the  lands 
that  produce  the  raw  sugar  to  supply  its  refineries.  [Applause 
on  the  Democratic  side.] 

That  it  may  be  understood  that  the  assertion  that  the  sugar 
trust  was  alive  to  the  possibility  of  Philippine  competition  is 
not  an  idle  statement  I want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  that  President  Roosevelt  on  January  23,  1908,  in 
closing  a special  report  on  the  Philippines  in  recommending  cer- 
tain legislation,  stated  that  it  should  be  with  such  reasonable 
limitations  as  may  remove  fear  of  interference  with  the  tobacco 
and  sugar  interests  of  the  United  States.  In  other  words,  it 
was  known  and  recognized  that  cheap  Philippine  raw  sugar 
constituted  a menace  to  the  business  of  the  sugar  trust. 

When  the  Philippine  tariff  act  became  an  accomplished  fact, 
therefore,  with  the  keenness  of  perception  and  adroitness  of 
action  that  has  always  characterized  its  ruthless  and  criminal 
career  in  the  United  States,  it  did  not  take  the  sugar  trust  long 
to  arrange  for  its  programme  of  exploitation  of  the  Philippines. 
On  September  3,  1909,  Mr.  John  Henry  Hammond,  a member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Strong  & Cadwalader,  of  New  York,  the  firm 
of  which  Attorney-General  Wickersham  was  a leading  mem- 
ber prior  to  his  entrance  into  the  Cabinet  of  President  Taft, 
and  of  which  Henry  W.  Taft,  the  President’s  brother,  is  another 
member,  came  to  Washington  to  discuss  with  the  Bureau  of 
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Insular  Affairs  the  matter  of  the  purchase  of  large  tracts  of 
land  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  I do  not  know  whether  Mr. 
Hammond  visited  Attorney-General  Wickersham.  If  he  did  so 
he  may  have  discussed  Halley’s  comet  or  the  weather;  he  may 
have  exchanged  simple  felicitations,  passed  the  time  of  day, 
and  left;  or  he  may  have  come  and  gone  without  even  so  much 
as  making  known  his  presence  to  his  old  associate  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  law. 

But  certain  it  is  that  he  was  here  in  Washington  on  that 
important  mission,  because  in  a note  to  House  Report  No. 
1015,  in  explanation  of  a certain  cablegram  to  the  Philippines  in 
October,  1909,  regarding  the  sale  of  friar  lands  is  found  this 
statement : 


The  Mr.  Hammond  referred  to  in  this  cablegram  had  called  at  the 
Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  on  September  3,  1909.  Major  McIntyre 
was  .in  charge  of  the  office  on  that  date  and  went  over  very  generally 
with  Mr.  Hammond  the  land  laws  of  the  Philippine  Islands.  The 
question  of  the  amount  of  land  which  an  agricultural  corporation 
could  hold  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  the  amount  of  land  of  the  public 
domain  which  a corporation  or  individual  might  purchase,  and  re- 
lated matters  were  discussed.  Major  McIntyre  thinks  that  Mr.  Ham- 
mond did  not  bring  up  the  question  of  the  purchase  of  any  special 
piece  of  property  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  nor  is  he  positive  that 
he  mentioned  the  purchase  of  land  on  the  friar  estates,  though  from 
the  cable  from  Manila  he  believes  that  Mr.  Hammond  must  have 
done  so. 

However,  after  going  over  the  subject  Major  McIntyre  gained  the 
impression  that  Mr.  Hammond’s  clients  desired  to  form  a corporation 
to  carry  on  agriculture  in  the  Philippine  Islands  and  to  obtain  land 
holdings  from  the  Philippine  government. 

The  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  also  contain 
two  letters  of  about  this  time,  bearing  date  October  22  and 
October  23,  1909,  freighted  with  potential  information  for  a 
prudent  Attorney-General,  who  was  to  render  an  opinion  con- 
cerning the  sale  of  the  “ friar  lands.”  To  give  these  letters 
their  full  import,  I shall  insert  them  in  the  Record  : 


War  Department, 

Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs, 

Washington,  October  22,  1009. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Hammond  : When  you  were  in  the  office  about  the  3d 
of  September,  among  other  things  with  reference  to  the  land  laws  of 
the  Philippines  discussed  was  the  application  of  these  laws  to  the  friar 
estates.  Very  little  attention  was  paid  to  this  feature  of  the  case,  as 
I explained  to  you  that  I was  under  the  impression  that  no  effort  was 
being  made  to  sell  any  of  the  friar  estates  in  large  blocks,  and  spe- 
cifically, that  I did  not  understand  that  the  Philippine  government  was 
making  any  effort  to  sell  the  San  Jose  estate  of  about  56,000  acres  on 
the  Island  of  Mindoro.  You  will  recall  that  you  had  received  advice 
from  Manila,  or  that  your  clients  had  received  advice,  that  this  estate 
was  in  the  market.  In  any  case,  I am  satisfied  that  I gave  you  the 
impression  that  the  limitations  of  the  act  of  Congress  relating  to  the 
public  lands  had  been  extended  to  the  friar  estates. 

I now  desire  to  correct  both  of  these  impressions.  A cable  received 
from  Manila  to-day  indicates  that  it  is  desired  to  sell  the  San  Jose 
estate,  and  I inclose  two  acts  of  the  Philippine  legislature  amending 
“ the  friar  lands  act,”  which  make  it  clear  that  the  unoccupied  lands  on 
the  friar  estates  may  be  sold  to  individuals  without  any  limitation  as 
to  area.  I do  not  know  that  you  are  still  interested  in  this  matter  in 
any  way,  but  I do  not  desire  that  you  should  be  under  any  misappre- 
hension as  to  the  matter,  due  to  our  conversation. 

Sincerely,  yours, 

Frank  McIntyre, 

Major,  Eighth  Infantry,  Assistant  to  Chief  of  Bureau. 

John  Henry  Hammond,  Esq., 

Care  Strong  & Cadwalader, 

1,0  Wall  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

(Includes  acts  Nos.  1847  and  1933  of  the  Philippine  Commission.) 
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40  Wall  Street, 

; New  York;  October  23,  1909. 

My  Dear  Major  McIntyre  : I beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
very  kind  letter  of  yesterday  inclosing  copies  of  acts  Nos.  1847  and  1933 
of  the  Philippine  Commission  relating  to  the  sale  of  the  friars’  lands. 

After  careful  consideration  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  may  be 
necessary  for  my  former  clients  to  request  some  discretionary  action  on 
the  part  of  the  government  officials,  I decided  that  they  had  better  be 
represented  by  other  counsel ; accordingly  the  firm  of  Cravath,  Hender- 
son & de  Gersdorff  has  taken  up  the  matter.  I have  sent  your  letter 
and  the  inclosures  to  Mr.  Leffingwell,  of  that  firm. 

Thanking  you  for  your  courtesy  in  the  matter,  I remain, 

Sincerely,  yours, 

John  Henry  Hammond. 

Maj.  Frank  McIntyre, 

T Yar  Department,  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Mark  you,  then,  it  was  a matter  of  documentary  evidence  in 
September  and  October,  1909,  at  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs 
that  a member  of  the  firm  of  Strong  & Cadwalader  was  seeking 
to  purchase  large  quantities  of  friar  lands  in  the  Philippines  for 
corporate  clients. 

And  Strong  & Cadwalader  was  the  law  firm  of  which  the 
Attorney-General  himself  had  been  a member. 

At  this  point  a cablegram  dated  October  22,  1909,  and  on  file 
in  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  becomes  interesting  reading, 
as  revealing  information  which  an  Attorney-General  zealous  in 
the  people’s  interest  might  well  have  scanned.  It  is  as  follows : 

October  22,  1909. 

Secretary  op  War,  Washington: 

Prentiss  and  Poole  desire  to  purchase  unoccupied  sugar  lands  on 
San  Jose  friar  estate,  Mindoro  ; say  Hammond  was  informed  by  the 
Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  an  individual  can  not  purchase  more  than  40 
acres  friar  lands.  Can  not  understand  this,  as  acts  1847  and  1933 
were  passed  amending  friar-land  act  to  give  government  right  to  sell 
vacant  friar  lands  without  restriction  as  to  area.  Attorney-General 
concurs  in  the  opinion  that  this  has  been  accomplished.  Please  confirm 
by  telegraph  to  satisfy  these  gentlemen. 

Forbes. 

If  Hammond,  from  feelings  of  delicacy,  or  because  of  a mere 
social  breach,  failed  to  call  on  the  Attorney-General  in  Washing- 
ton in  September,  here  at  least  was  the  document  which  could 
give  the  Attorney-General  the  names  of  Hammond’s  clients. 

And  I want  the  American  people  to  note  that  Hammond,  the 
member  of  the  firm  of  Strong  & Cadwalader,  the  former  partners 
of  the  Attorney-General,  only  turns  the  negotiations  over  to  other 
lawyers  after  they  are  well  advanced  toward  the  final  stage 
where  the  Attorney-General  must  himself  render  a legal  opinion 
on  the  transaction.  In  other  words,  Mr.  Wickersham’s  firm,  of 
which  the  President’s  brother  is  still  a member,  had  charge  of 
all  the  preliminary  legal  matters  leading  up  to  the  sugar  trust’s 
invasion  of  the  Philippines. 

Mr.  MARTIN  of  Colorado.  Before  the  gentleman  proceeds 
with  this  part  of  his  discussion,  I would  like  to  make  an  in- 
terjection— 

Mr.  COVINGTON.  Certainly. 

Mr.  MARTIN  of  Colorado  (continuing).  Supplementing  what 
he  has  to  say  about  the  call  of  Mr.  Hammond,  of  the  firm  of 
Strong  & Cadwalader.  In  the  correspondence,  which  General 
Edwards,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  put  in  the 
Congressional  Record  on  April  14,  with  his  letter  of  April 
11,  and  in  other  places  General  Edwards  makes  it  appear  that 
he  personally  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Hammond’s  visit,  and 
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had  no  conversation  with  him ; that  whatever  conversation  did 
occur  was  between  Mr.  Hammond  and  Major  McIntyre,  General 
Edwards’s  assistant.  General  Edwards  says  they  did  not  talk 
about  the  friar  lands  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  but  only  about 
the  Philippine  land  laws  and  the  Philippine  lands  generally. 
But  now,  note  you,  on  May  14,  in  response  to  House  resolution 
691,  General  Edwards  sent  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives a copy  of  a.  letter  written  by  him  to  the  governor- 
general  of  the  Philippine  Islands  on  September  27,  1909,  in 
which  occurs  this  language: 

A representative  of  a New  York  law  firm,  one  of  the  best  In  New 
lTork,  has  visited  this  office  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the 
San  Jose  friar  estate  in  Mindoro. 

Gen.  C.  R.  Edwards. 

Mr.  COVINGTON.  Just  one  other  link  in  the  confirmatory 
proof  with  regard  to  what  took  place  between  the  firm  of  Strong 
& Cadwalader  and  the  Government  at  that  time,  and  an  evi- 
dence that  afterwards  as  little  information  as  possible  relating 
to  the  whole  transaction  was  made  public. 

It  is  now  proper  to  call  attention  to  a speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Colorado  [Mr.  Martin]  in  this  House  on  March  25, 
wherein  he  quotes  a news  dispatch  to  the  Chicago  Tribune,  of 
December  6,  1909,  as  follows : 

Manila,  December  6. 

E.  L.  Poole,  of  Habana,  Cuba,  to-day  closed  a deal  with  the  Philip- 
pine government  for  the  purchase  of  the  San  Jose  friar  estate  of  55,000 
acres  in  the  island  of  Mindoro.  The  purchase  price  was  $367,000. 

The  tract  will  he  used  for  the  cultivation  or  sugar,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  buyer  represents  the  Havemeyers.  The  property  is  a 
part  of  the  friar  estates,  which  were  bought  from  the  church  by  the 
Government. 

H.ere  is  the  public  information,  on  December  6,  1909,  in  one 
of  the  great  Republican  daily  papers  of  the  United  States  that 
E.  L.  Poole  represented  the  purchasers,  and  the  cable  goes  on  to 
state  whom  he  represents — tbe  Havemeyers.  It  must  not  be 
overlooked  that  in  the  cablegram  of  October  22  I have  before 
referred  to  Poole  is  shown  to  be  the  client  of  Hammond,  the 
member  of  the  firm  of  Strong  & Cadwalader. 

I leave  it  to  the  saving  common  sense  of  the  American  people 
whether  or  not  there  was  enough  substantial  and  accurate  doc- 
umentary information  in  existence  and  obtainable  prior  to 
December  18,  1909,  for  any  man  to  find  out  who  were  the  real 
purchasers  of  the  San  Jose  estate  in  the  island  of  Mindoro,  a 
part  of  the  friar  lands  in  the  Philippines. 

But,  in  addition  thereto,  a simple  inquiry  at  the  Bureau  of 
Insular  Affairs  by  the  Attorney-General  would  have  disclosed 
valuable  verbal  information  about  the  purchasers. 

In  the  hearings  before  the  Committee  on  Insular  Affairs,  on 
April  13,  1910,  appears  testimony  relative  to  interviews  that 
took  place  at  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  in  Washington  in 
October,  1909,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Garrett.  What  is  the  name  of  the  person  who  bought  that 
land? 

Colonel  McIntyre.  Mr.  Thomas  Poole. 

Mr.  Garrett.  Do  you  know  for  whom  he  was  acting — is  that  known? 

General  Edwards.  There  were  three  people  in  it. 

Colonel  McIntyre.  The  attorney  for  those  people  came  to  the  office, 
Mr.  de  Gerrsdorrf — this  matter  had  been  referred  to  in  the  papers  as  the 
sugar  trust  invading  the  Philippines,  as  I remember — and  be  said  that 
he  did  not  represent  a corporation  in  any  way,  but  that  the  men  who 
were  putting  up  the  money  were  Mr.  Horace  Havemeyer,  Welch,  and 
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Mr.  Senff.  I am  not  certain  as  to  that  name ; it  is  a decided  German 
name — he  said  that  two  of  those  men  owned  stock  in  the  American 
Sugar  Refining  Company  and  the  third  he  thought  or  was  positive  did 

not. 

Now,  consider  for  a moment.  Everyone  knows  that  the 
Rockefeller  family  dominates  Standard  Oil,  and  if  a Rocke- 
feller buys  an  oil  field,  it  does  not  take  a wizard  to  discover 
that  the  oil  field  will  become  a part  of  the  trust  source  of  sup- 
ply. It  is  a matter  of  equally  general  knowledge  that  the 
Havemeyers  have  been  and  are  to-day  equally  potent  in  sugar- 
trust  affairs.  A Havemeyer  purchase  of  sugar  lands  may,  there- 
fore, safely  be  called  a sugar-trust  purchase.  [Applause  on  the 
Democratic  side.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I assert  that  the  question  with  whom  the  Gov- 
ernment is  to  deal  in  a great  business  transaction  is  always  one 
of  transcendent  importance.  It  certainly  ought  not  to  engage  in 
any  business  relation  with  a crook.  But  in  the  very  face  of  the 
evidence  I have  detailed,  Attorney-General  Wickersham,  under 
date  of  December  18,  1909,  sent  an  official  opinion  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  effect  that  the  “ friar  lands  ” could  be  sold 
without  limitation  as  to  acreage.  We  shall  see  later  on  whether 
the  Attorney-General  did  or  did  not  know  that  the  sugar  trust 
was  a great  criminal. 

The  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  show  a cable  of 
the  substance  of  this  opinion  as  follows : 

December  22,  1909. 

Forbes,  Manila: 

The  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  is  of  the  opinion  that 
limitations  in  section  15,  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1902,  do 
not  apply  to  the  estates  purchased  from  religious  orders.  Attorneys 
of  purchasers  so  notified  to-day.  Copy  of  opinion  by  mail. 

McIntyre. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I am  simply  marshaling  the  undisputed  facts 
in  this  seemingly  scandalous  case.  I want  the  discriminating 
sense  of  justice  in  the  American  people  to  render  the  final 
judgment.  With  that  purpose  in  view,  I am  bound  to  say  that 
it  is  true  that  Colonel  McIntyre,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Insular  Affairs,  in  his  statement  before  the  Committee  on 
Insular  Affairs  on  April  13,  1910,  testified  as  follows: 

Colonel  McIntyre.  Mr.  Atkins,  who  had  recently  been  made  a di- 
rector of  the  Americari  Sugar  Refining  Company  and  who  was  formerly 
interested  in  sugar  in  Cuba  and  now  is,  wrote  a letter  to  General 
Edwards  in  which  he  said  that  he  had  seen  in  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce  the  statement  that  the  American  Sugar  Refining  Company 
had  invested  in  Philippine  lands.  He  said  it  was  not  true  ; that  they 
had  no  investment  whatever  in  the  Philippine  Islands  and  did  not 
contemplate  any.  He  went  further  and  said  that  he  had  made  inquiry 
and  he  could  find  no  one  connected  with  the  American  Sugar  Refining 
Company  who  had  any  interest.  He  went  into  this  matter  quite  fully 
in  a letter,  and  shortly  thereafter  he  was  going  to  Cuba,  and  he  came 
in  the  office  and  went  over  the  same  ground  verbally. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  word  of  the  sugar  trust,  through 
its  representatives,  is  not  to  be  taken  where  its  selfish  and 
criminal  interests  are  at  stake.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic 
side.] 

In  Hampton’s  Magazine  for  March,  1910,  the  well-known 
writer,  Judson  C.  Welliver,  has  the  following  paragraph : 

On  January  12,  1910,  the  American  Sugar  Refining  Company  (the 
trust)  held  its  annual  meeting.  The  next  day  the  trust  published  in 
* its  annual  report,  over  the  signature  of  Secretary  Charles  R.  Ileike,  the 
following  : 

“ This  company  has  no  interest  whatever,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
In  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii,  the  Philippine  Islands,  or  in  any  foreign 
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country : it  does  not  share  in  the  advantages  that  owners  of  sugar 
plantations  in  these  countries  may  have  in  sending  sugar  to  this 
market.” 

Mr.  Welliver  then  shows  by  carefully  collated  data  that  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Cuban-American  Sugar  Company,  of  New 
Jersey,  was  formed  in  1908  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
$30,000,000  by  trust  interests,  and  to-day  owns  a string  of  the 
finest  sugar  estates  in  Cuba,  containing  526,000  acres  and  pro- 
ducing 297,000  tons  of  raw  sugar.  It  dominates  the  whole 
Cuban  sugar  situation. 

And  to  make  the  story  of  false  protestations  more  complete, 
it  should  be  said  that  the  Edwin  F.  Atkins  just  referred  to  is 
the  same  man  who,  on  November  17,  1908,  appeared  before  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  this  House  to  explain  that  he 
held  large  sugar  interests  in  Cuba,  and  spoke  apparently  for 
Cuba  and  the  Cuban  people;  whereas,  in  fact,  he  was  allied 
with  the  trust,  and  is  now  a director  in  it. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  perjured  state- 
ments and  falsified  reports  are  the  ever-ready  weapons  of  the 
sugar  trust  when  occasion  demands  it  to  maintain  its  position 
as  the  chief  bandit  among  the  band  of  plunderers  who  thrive  on 
legislation  in  their  interest  at  the  hands  of  the  party  now  in 
power.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

Perhaps  some  apologists  of  the  AttorneyiGeneral  may  ask 
how  he  was  to  know  that  the  sugar  trust  is  such  a criminal  cor- 
poration that  the  Government  should  under  no  circumstances 
facilitate  its  operations  or  sell  sugar  lands  to  its  stockholders. 
There  is  in  law,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  phrase  “ judicial  notice,” 
meaning  that  certain  matters  are  so  well  known  they  need  no 
proof.  I believe  the  bad  character  of  the  sugar  trust  might  be 
placed  within  that  category.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic 
side.]  But  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  doubt  about  what 
even  so  reticent  and  retiring  a gentleman  as  the  Attorney- 
General  should  have  known  at  the  date  of  his  opinion,  I append 
a few  newspaper  extracts: 

THE  CANCER  OF  A REPUBLICAN  ADMINISTRATION. 

[From  the  New  York  Sun,  November  7,  1909.] 

The  sugar  trust,  which  is  the  most  corrupt  and  rotten  trust  in  exist- 
ence, has  achieved  its  repulsive  eminence  under  the  direct  patronage 
and  protection  of  Republican  administration.  A Republican  administra- 
tion protects  it  to-day. 

******* 

A Republican  administration  at  Washington,  in  return  for  money  and 
for  other  valuable  considerations,  sheltered  the  sugar  trust  from  the 
consequence  of  its  crimes,  sheltered  it  so  effectually  that  its  directors 
escape  the  penitentiary  only  by  the  interposition  of  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations. 

******* 

The  whole  political  weight  and  force  of  the  Republican  political  ma- 
chine (of  which  the  New  York  custom-house  is  an  integral  part)  is 
now  concentrated  on  the  defense  of  the  sugar  trust,  on  commuting  the 
penalties  which  it  can  not  wholly  evade,  and  affording  it  the  oppor- 
tunity to  settle  with  the  United  States  Treasury  by  disgorging  $2,000,000 
when  it  had  stolen  $30,000,000. 

The  Washington  Times  of  January  11,  1910,  referring  to 
prosecutions  of  sugar-trust  employees  which  had  then  been 
under  way  for  several  months,  said  in  an  editorial : 

Four  employees  of  the  sugar  trust  were  sentenced  yesterday  to  one 
year  each  in  prison.  These  are  the  men  who  manipulated  the  scales 
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In  order  to  depress  the  weights  of  raw  sugar  when  it  passed  over  the 
scales  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  weight  on  which  duty  should 
be  paid.  It  will  be  recalled  that  these  men  worked  for  $13  per  week, 
and  each  received  on  pay  day  an  envelope  marked  “ $13  ” on  the  out- 
side, but  containing  $18.  That  these  men  were  mere  cogs  in  the  ma- 
chine of  fraud  is  perfectly  clear.  Above  and  behind  them  was  the  ex- 
ecutive intelligence  which  directed  their  peculations  and  reaped  big 
profits  from  them. 

******* 

The  sugar  trust  and  its  operations  have  become  a stench  in  the  nos- 
trils of  the  community.  It  is  realized  that  the  ablest  business  men  and 
the  most  skilled  lawyers  have  worked  together  to  make  it  the  great 
effective  instrumentality  for  fraud  which  it  has  become.  To  punish  a 
few  of  the  tools  of  these  men,  but  let  the  principals  escape,  will  bring 
a new  measure  of  reproach  upon  the  administration  of  justice  and  the 
processes  of  the  courts. 

[Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

In  the  New  York  Sun  of  January  16,  1910,  is  the  following 
news  item : 

Charles  R.  Heike,  secretary  of  the  sugar  trust,  is  described  as  the 
man  higher  up  that  the  Government  was  after. 

******* 

Several  government  officials,  Collector  William  Loeb,  jr.,  among  them, 
announced  yesterday  that  the  indictment  of  Heike  as  an  executive 
officer  of  the  company  was  the  object  of  much  hard  work  on  the  part 
of  the  special  investigators  for  eight  months.  Efforts  to  bring  a really 
important  officer  of  the  sugar  trust  into  the  case  be  an  last  June,  and 
all  the  time  that  Henry  L.  Stimson  and  Winfred  T.  Denison  were  work- 
ing up  cases  against  the  minor  employees  of  the  company,  they  were 
at  the  same  time  getting  closer  to  Heike. 

******* 

When  the  sugar  trust  was  on  trial  in  a civil  suit  to  recover  stolen 
duties  it  was  brought  out  early  in  the  case  that  Secretary  Heike  was 
familiar  with  discrepancies  in  the  weighing  of  raw  sugar  received  at 
the  docks  of  the  Havemeyers  & Elder  refinery  at  Williamsburg. 

This  shows  that  the  Department  of  Justice  had  since  the 
summer  of  1909  been  employing  special  attorneys  to  catch  the 
elusive  criminal  owners  of  the  sugar  trust.  The  Attorney- 
General  is  the  head  of  this  department.  He  is  credited  with 
being  a very  astute  man.  I wonder  if  it  is  possible  that  he  did 
not  know  the  work  on  which  his  special  assistants  were  en- 
gaged. The  Review  of  Reviews*.  December  1,  1909,  had  a long 
article  recounting  the  wickedness  of  the  sugar  trust.  This  is  a 
great  Republican  magazine.  Surely  the  Attorney-General  must 
have  seen  this  article.  I append  portions  of  it : 

One  of  the  subjects  most  urgently  brought  to  Mr.  Taft’s  attention  in 
the  middle  of  November  was  the  further  unraveling  of  the  shameful 
conspiracy  on  the  part  of  the  sugar  trust  and  certain  custom-house  offi- 
cials to  defraud  the  Government  by  the  false  weighing  of  imported 
sugar  on  the  docks  and  by  other  kindred  forms  of  dishonesty.  The  first 
disclosures  in  this  shocking  scheme  of  theft  were  made  about  two  years 
ago.  Evidence  was  difficult  to  secure,  but  the  work  of  faithful  investi- 
gators gradually  discovered  the  methods  by  which  the  weighing  ma- 
chines were  made  to  give  false  reports.  Indictments  and  convictions 
were  found  and  the  sugar  trust  paid  the  Government* more  than  $2,000,- 
000  in  confession  of  amounts  unmistakably  due  on  cargoes  which  had 
been  underweighed.  Collector  Loeb  pressed  the  investigations  with 
vigor  and  the  United  States  prosecuting  officers  rendered  every  assist- 
ance in  their  power.  Continued  inquiry  in  November  brought  to  light 
the  fact  that  a much  larger  number  of  government  officials  in  the 
weighing  department  were  involved  in  the  conspiracy  than  had  been 
supposed  at  first.  Much  excitement  followed  the  discovery  that  one  of 
the  most  important  and  long-trusted  superintendents  of  the  refining 
business  of  the  sugar  trust  was  also  involved. 

To  what  extent  still  higher  officers  of  the  American  Sugar  Refining 
Company  had  been  connected  with  the  frauds  had  not  yet  become  a 
matter  of  public  knowledge.  Nor  is  it  possible  as  yet  to  hold  the  view 
that  any  high  officers  of  the  customs  service  at  New  York  or  of  the 
Treasury  Department  at  Washington  have  ever  aided  or  connived  at  the 
45314—9092 


12 


guilty  practices  of  tbe  sugar  trust.  There  is,  however,  much  reason  to 
fear  that  there  was  guilty  knowledge  in  high  and  authoritative  quarters 
on  the  part  of  the  sugar  trust,  and  that  there  was  lack  of  strong  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  some  of  the  high  officials  of  the  Government  to  de- 
mand a thorough  probing  of  offenses  which  had  begun  to  be  rumored,  if 
not  quite  proven.  It  seems  probable  enough  that  there  will  be  a con- 
gressional investigation  and  an  opportunity  for  high  officials  to  make 
clear  their  attitude  of  unhesitating  vigor  against  lawbreakers,  if  their 
reputations  have  in  any  quarter  been  unjustly  assailed. 

******* 

It  is  a mistake  to  suppose  that  the  process  of  refining,  as  carried  on 
by  the  trust,  constitutes  one  of  our  large  and  important  American  in- 
duties. What  it  does  constitute  in  point  of  fact  is  one  of  the  most  out- 
rageous impositions  upon  the  American  public  that  has  ever  been 
carefully  arranged  by  conspiracy  between  political  leaders  and  com- 
mercial bandits. 

Mr.  Chairman,  while  I think  it  is  nearly  always  safe  to  take 
the  united  declarations  of  the  reputable  press  of  America  as  to 
the  truth  of  any  great  public  fact,  Attorney-General  Wicker- 
sliam  has  himself  written  the  evidence  of  this  knowledge  that 
the  sugar  trust  was  a criminal  corporation  with  criminal  offi- 
cers. On  June  27,  1909,  he  wrote  to  United  States  District  At- 
torney Wise  at  New  York  cautioning  him  to  be  sure  to  have  no 
directors  of  the  sugar  trust  indicted  for  complicity  in  frauds 
unless  he  be  certain  the  offenses  are  not  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations.  There  is  here  the  practically  express  recognition  of 
the  criminality.  And,  by  the  way,  what  a remarkable  letter ; the 
legal  adviser  to  this  great  country  is  become  the  solicitous 
friend  of  the  directors  in  the  trust.  [Applause  on  the  Demo- 
cratic side.] 

Mr.  MARTIN  of  Colorado.  I just  want  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  overlooked  the  fact  that  Mr.  Wickersham’s  law 
firm  was  counsel  for  the  sugar  trust  while  he  was  a member  of 
it  and  before  he  came  into  the  Cabinet.  [Applause  on  the 
Democratic  side.] 

Mr.  COVINGTON.  The  gentleman  is  correct,  and  I thank 
him  for  recalling  the  fact  to  me.  I will  supplement  his  remark 
by  stating  that  it  was  in  a case  which  involved  the  wrecking  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Sugar  Refining  Company,  the  only  individual 
competitor  of  the  sugar  trust  in  the  United  States.  And  Henry 
W.  Taft  was  the  member  of  the  firm  who  conducted  the  case. 
[Applause.] 

Ah,  but  the  Attorney-General  may  say  he  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  construe  the  law.  If  the  section  in  the  act  of  1902,  pro- 
viding a limitation  on  the  amount  of  public  land  that  may  be 
acquired  in  the  Philippines  is  clear  and  unambiguous,  and  one 
of  simple  construction,  no  one  could  question  him  for  the  dis- 
astrous result  to  the  public  from  the  removal  of  the  limitation. 
On  that  matter,  however,  I desire  to  quote  from  the  opinion 
of  Moorfield  Storey,  esq.,  one  of  the  ablest  of  American  law- 
yers and  a great  student  of  Philippine  affairs.  His  opinion  has 
been  made  a matter  of  record  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  McCall].  In  it  he  says: 

I can  not  therefore  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  power  to  sell  the 
land  purchased  from  the  religious  orders  and  then  added  to  the  public 
domain  is  subject  to  these  precise  limitations  as  to  quantity. 

Moreover,  when  we  consider  the  purpose  of  these  limitations,  which 
was  to  prevent  the  exploiting  of  the  Philippine  Islands  by  American  or 
other  capitalists,  and  to  provide  that  these  lands  be  “ administered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  thereof in  the  words  of  section  12,  no 
reason  can  be  suggested  why  the  very  choice  agricultural  lands  which 
were  held  by  the  religious  orders  should  be  thrown  open  to  exploita- 
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tion,  or  why  the  general  policy  clearly  contemplated  by  the  act  should 
hcive  been  abandoned  in  dealing  with  this  very  important  portion  of 
Philippine  agricultural  land.  The  reason  which  required  the  limita- 
tion in  other  cases  applies  with  equal  force  to  these  lands,  and  I can 
not  doubt  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  policy  should 
be  the  same. 

In  this  view  Mr.  McCall  himself  concurred,  and  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  on  March  22  last  he  said : 

I would  say  that  it  seems  to  me  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Storey  is  right, 
and  in  that  I am  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin  [Mr.  Cooi’Eit],  who  has  given  a great  deal  of  attention  to 
Philippine  matters,  and  who  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Insular 
Affairs  when  this  government  act  was  passed. 

So  we  see  that  Mr.  Storey’s  opinion  is  supported  by  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  who  was  best  informed  as  to  the  legisla- 
tive purpose  at  the  time  the  Philippine  act  was  passed  fixing  the 
limit  on  land  sales. 

The  situation  on  December  18,  1909,  and  prior  thereto,  in  the 
fall  of  1909,  was  therefore  a simple  one.  A legal  question  of 
great  doubt  arose  in  connection  with  the  proposed  sale  of  “ friar 
lands.”  The  law  applicable  to  the  situation  was  expressly  made 
to  prevent  exploitation  of  the  Philippine  Islands ; the  Attorney- 
General,  with  the  people  as  his  client,  very  accommodatingly 
gave  an  opinion  against  the  interest  of  the  people  to  further  an 
exploitation  scheme  by  an  organization  he  knew  to  be  a great 
corporate  criminal.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.]  I do 
not  know  the  motive  and  I make  no  charge.  I simply  state  the 
facts.  But  I do  say  that  it  is  my  personal  belief  that  this  Gov- 
ernment should  be  too  great  and  righteous  to  have  any  dealing 
with  its  criminal  classes  except  to  bring  them  within  the  relent- 
less clutches  of  the  law.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

That  it  is  considered  that  the  Attorney-General  is  the  real 
party  responsible  for  the  trust  invasion  of  Mindoro,  I read 
from  the  Baltimore  Sun  of  April  28,  as  follows,  referring  to 
one  of  the  resolutions  of  inquiry : 

While  the  resolution  calls  upon  Secretary  Dickinson  to  submit  the 
facts,  Attorney-General  Wickersham  is  really  the  party  in  interest,  for 
without  his  astonishing  construction  of  the  public-land  laws  per- 
taining to  the  Philippines  no  question  as  to  the  good  faith  and  proper 
action  of  the  War  Department  officials  could  have  arisen. 

With  the  insidiously  corrupt  methods  of  the  sugar  trust  and 
the  despicably  criminal  character  of  its  dominating  factors,  so 
easily  learned  by  him  as  a former  partner  of  Strong  & Cad- 
walader,  Attorney-General  Wickersham  might  well  have  pon- 
dered long  over  such  a dubious  question,  and  instead  of  the 
accommodating  opinion  in  the  interest  of  the  trust  have  re- 
membered that  he  is  the  attorney  of  a nation,  the  legal  guide 
for  80,000,000  freemen,  the  best  the  sun  ever  shone  upon,  and 
have  taken  unto  himself  the  moral  implied  by  that  old  quat- 
rain— 

I hear  a lion  in  the  lobby  roar ; 

Say,  Mr.  Speaker,  shall  we  shut  the  door, 

Or  shall  we  open  it  to  let  him  in, 

And  see  if  we  can  put  him  out  again? 

[Loud  applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  surprising  story  of  the  sale  of  the 
San  Jose  estate  is  not  yet  over.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  Attorney-General  gave  his  opinion  on  December  18,  and  it 
was  cabled  to  the  Philippines  on  December  22,  1909.  Presum- 
ably no  prudent  person  would  buy  until  after  that.  As  if  to 
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confirm  that  idea,  the  following  cablegram  was  sent  from  Ma- 
nila to  Washington : 

January  13,  1910. 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

Sale  Mindoro  estate  consummated  January  4.  First  payment,  $83,500, 
has  been  received. 

Forbes. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  activity  of  the  thrifty  agent  Poole,  the 
reputed  representative  of  the  sugar  trust  and  the  client  of  Ham- 
mond, of  the  firm  of  Strong  & Cadwalader.  The  tale  is  best 
told  by  a newspaper  clipping. 

The  Weekly  Times,  Manila,  P.  I.,  on  Friday,  January  7,  1910, 
published  a news  item  as  follows : 

The  payment  of  P166,000  was  made  Tuesday  to  the  insular  treas- 
urer by  the  manager  of  the  San  Jose  sugar  estate  in  southwestern  Min- 
doro. This  is  the  first  installment,  which  is  to  be  paid  annually  on 
January  4,  until  i*700,000  have  been  turned  over  to  the  government 
purse,  in  payment  for  the  22,000  hectares  of  land. 

Work  has  already  been  started  at  San  Jose  by  E.  L.  Poole,  who  pur- 
chased the  estate.  Soundings  for  the  new  dock  at  Pandarochan  Point, 
near  Mangarin,  have  been  taken  and  the  materials  for  the  construction 
of  the  dock  have  been  ordered. 

The  survey  for  the  railroad  which  will  run  from  the  dock  through 
the  estate,  a distance  of  14  miles,  is  now  in  progress  ; the  seed  cane, 
which  has  been  selected  from  the  very  best  stock  in  the  islands,  has  been 
planted,  and  the  guinea  grass,  to  provide  a proper  amount  of  forage  for 
the  animals  on  the  plantation,  is  now  in.  Buildings  have  also  been 
started  for  the  shelter  of  the  construction  gangs  and  employees,  and 
there  is  now  an  opportunity  for  a large  number  of  natives  to  obtain 
employment  on  the  estate.  Mr.  Poole  hopes,  by  paying  fair  wages  and 
extending  fair  treatment,  to  be  able  to  secure  the  necessary  labor  to 
carry  on  the  work. 

Upon  Mr.  Poole's  return  to  the  plantation  a hospital  will  be  con- 
structed and  a doctor  secured  to  look  after  the  health  of  the  employees. 
The  best  sanitary  arrangements  will  be  carried  out  in  the  construction 
of  the  cottages  and  buildings. 

Does  any  man  in  bis  sound  senses  believe  that  all  this  could 
have  been  done  after  the  opinion  of  December  18,  only  thirteen 
days  before?  It  was  plainly  the  work  of  several  months,  and 
the  sugar  trust  does  not  put  up  its  money  unless  it  has  absolute 
assurance  it  will  get  it  back.  I leave  to  the  public  to  draw  the 
conclusion  whether  some  advance  assurances  were  or  were  not 
given.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

And  as  a final  circumstance,  and  one  that  should  cause  the 
love  of  fair  dealing  and  the  chivalric  nature  of  Americans 
toward  a weaker  people  a distinct  shock,  I assert  that  there 
exists  in  the  Philippines  to-day  the  belief  that  our  Government 
is  an  oppressor  and  not  a benevolent  friend  of  the  islands.  The 
idea  is  abroad  there  that  like  Cuba  they  have  been  commercially 
annexed  by  the  sugar  trust.  I quote  from  an  editorial  in  the 
Vanguard,  Manila,  P.  I.,  February  25,  1910 : 

With  the  decision  of  Attorney-General  Wickersham  legalizing  the  sale 
of  “ friar  lands  ” in  large  blocks  the  gates  have  been  thrown  wide  open 
to  the  trusts,  and  it  is  most  evident  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
a Government  which  extends  a most  affectionate  welcome  to  the  worst 
oppressors  of  the  people  in  the  home  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I think  of  the  career  of  the  sugar  trust, 
and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Attorney-General  in  regard  to  its 
criminality  at  the  time  he  made  possible  the  sale  of  the  friar 
lands,  and  when  I think  of  the  fact  that  no  lawyer  can  do  an 
act  of  more  doubtful  propriety  than  to  aid  a scheme  by  which 
the  Government  enters  into  business  relations  with  a notorious 
criminal  and  thereby  puts  within  control  of  the  criminal  the 
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very  instrumentality  that  is  a necessity  for  its  future  crimes, 
recalling  then  that  the  Attorney-General  has  apparently  become 
by  repute  at  least  the  real  advisor  of  the  present  Republican 
administration  and  has  assumed  to  state  who  is  and  who  is 
not  within  the  party  fold,  I am  moved  to  think  that  we  must 
look  elsewhere,  with  all  due  respect,  than  to  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  for  relief  from  this  situation. 
[Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

Unless  the  recent  signs  of  the  times  are  all  wrong  the  great 
American  people  are  thus  looking.  They  realize  that  there  is 
no  hope  for  relief  from  oppression  and  monopoly  at  the  hands 
of  the  Republican  party;  it  has  cemented  too  close  a partner- 
ship with  the  predatory  corporate  interests.  Their  view  is 
turned  away  from  the  setting  sun  of  a decadent  and  disgusting 
commercialism  in  government  and  is  turned  toward  the  east 
and  toward  the  dawn  of  that  day  next  November  when  the  first 
battle  cry  will  be  raised  for  the  victory  which  will  only  be 
complete  in  a Democratic  triumph  in  November,  1912.  In  the 
meantime  that  there  shall  be  a constant  memory  of  the  iniqui- 
ties that  imperil  us.  I can  imagine  from  many  firesides  going  up 
this  fervent  prayer  of  Kipling: 

God  of  our  fathers,  known  of  all, 

Lord  of  our  far-flung  battle  line, 

Beheath  whose  awful  hand  we  hold 
Dotninion  over  palm  and  pine  ; 

Lord  God  of  hosts,  be  with  us  yet, 

Lest  we  forget— lest  we  forget. 

[Loud  applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 
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